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stant policy of aggression. It seems difficult for us to understand how such a small State can steadily resist, during long years, a powerful prince like Maximilian. But, in fact, he was too much absorbed in his foreign wars to assemble and lead a sufficient force to conquer Guelderland, once for all, and thus put an end to this ceaseless, irritating petty war. So it dragged on, and occasionally the Emperor was very much annoyed when his advice was not taken. Thus with regard to the siege of Venloo in 1511, he had suggested that a blockhouse should be built at Wageningen to isolate the city and prevent the arrival of help and supplies. But the Flemish general and the English captain, " Edoart Porning," preferred to batter the walls for three days and then attempt to take Venloo by assault; upon which they were driven back with great loss. Maximilian, on hearing of this, makes the pious remark that we must take the fortune of war as God sends it, but regrets that his advice was not taken, "as we know some little about such affairs."
So Charles continues his turbulent career, with varying fortune. He may be placed under the Ban of the Empire, or the Pope may pronounce an interdict against him, but, although he is a zealous Catholic, nothing seems to trouble him much. In 1519, the year of the Emperor's death, he is sufficiently prosperous to marry, with much pomp, the daughter of the Duke of Luneburg; while in spite of every treaty, he can usually depend upon the help of the King of France. So he goes on his way, full of courage and ambition until the end of his days in 1538,ues his con-                                             feff                                              m
